The success rate of dental implants in the aesthetic zone is of particular importance to both the general practitioner and the people we treat. Having the option to restore an implant immediately after placement rather than fabricating a transitional removable partial denture, or simply leaving the space edentulous, is of paramount importance to our patients, especially in the aesthetic zone.
Practice points
• It is possible to successfully load dental implants immediately or early after their placement in selected patients, but careful patient selection and treatment planning should precede this modality of treatment.
• There is some indication that there is a correlation between aesthetic appearance before implant treatment and the final aesthetic result from both patients' and the clinicians' perspectives. There are doubts however, as to whether or not this is true for patient satisfaction. Patients who have a poor pre-operative condition might have a different attitude when comparing themselves against those that have a more ideal starting point.
